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THE FUTURE OF SUPPORTING PEOPLE GRANT IS DECIDED – RING-FENCE REMOVED
Following months of speculation, the Government announced today the future of Supporting People Grant which has funded housing related support since its inception in 2003.

From April 2009 the ring-fence will be removed.  Supporting People Grant (SPG) will be paid to local authorities as a ‘named’ grant under Section 31 of the Local Government Act 2003 in a ‘transition’ year which will enable local authorities more freedom to allocate the funding according to local need, but will still be viewed as a grant for housing related support.  From April 2010 SPG will be placed into Area Based Grant, the allocation of which will be determined by Local Strategic Partnerships.
The transition year of SPG being paid as a named grant has been in response to representations made by Sitra and others that many housing related support providers still have concerns that the long term effects of the removal of the ring-fence might lead to the diminution of housing related support for vulnerable people and funds being diverted to underpin statutory services.
Margaret Malcolm, Acting Chief Executive of Sitra said:

“We welcome the announcement that has now ended months of speculation over the future of Supporting People Grant.  We supported a decision being made on the removal of the ring-fence, as the most worrying feature for our members was the uncertainty as to when and if this would happen, making it impossible to plan for the future.  We have now had a decision.
“We are also pleased that there will be a transition year with a measure of packages aimed at helping providers to plan for the future including developing the case for the financial benefits of housing related support at a local level, guidance on the case for not only local, but regional support with ongoing support from Communities and Local Government (CLG) regional resource teams, discussion with the Office of the Third Sector (OTS) for help for smaller providers and feedback events on how the removal of the ring-fence is working to be held during the year.  
“Both providers and commissioners have concerns as to how the transition will pan out.  We share these concerns and to this end, Sitra will be working with CLG over the coming months to stage roundtable events in all of the regions in order to have a dialogue and feed back into the process of transition.  Most important is how the outcomes for vulnerable people will be evidenced under the new regime and how providers can work with their service users, commissioners and the LSPs to ensure that the important contribution of housing related support is recognised.”
ENDS

Notes to Editors:

Sitra is an umbrella organisation committed to raising standards in the housing, care and support sector. We have 25 years experience of offering policy advice, training, information, conferences, events management, consultancy and capacity building services. For further information, visit our website at www.sitra.org
For further information contact Margaret Malcolm Acting CEO on 020 7793 4710
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